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Invitation to the press

Check to the champion!

Tournament with Vladimir Kramnik from 4.00 p.m. on Sunday, 2 May 2004

Programme of events accompanying the exhibition: The Kremlin

Divine Glory and Splendour of the Czars

You are invited to a press meeting at 3.00 p.m. on 2 May 2004 in the forum

of the Art and Exhibition Hall of the Federal Republic of Germany, Bonn.

Chess is the Russian national sport. No other country in the world has produced as many world champions as Russia. The reigning world champion, Vladimir Kramnik, is thus awaited in Bonn to take part in a simultaneous match against 20 opponents. To ensure that things are not too easy for him, the players will include members of the German national women's team:

· Elisabeth Pähtz from Erfurt, 2002 under-18s world champion 

· Tina Mietzner, under-18s German junior champion
· Leonie Helm, 1998 German under-15s champion
· Anne Czäczine, 2001 German junior champion.
An auction will be held for three other places, with the proceeds going to SOS Children's Villages. Lots will be drawn for ten places, and a further three filled by celebrity amateurs:

· Ugo Dossi, Munich-based artist; several times Documenta participant whose works include a major series on chess

· Edgar Itt, sportsman; one of the 8 fastest 400-metre hurdlers in the world. Olympic bronze medallist in Seoul, 1988
· Matthieu Carrière, actor.
The games against the four female chess masters will be broadcast live online: www.bundeskunsthalle.de. Renowned chess journalist and Grandmaster Dr. Helmut Pfleger will provide commentary on these games, so that even chess laymen can follow their progress. If one of the amateurs manages to beat the world champion, they will receive a prize of up to 50,000 euros sponsored by the Deutsche Bank.

Vladimir Kramnik has just returned from a grand masters tournament in Spain, where he emerged victorious over chess master Peter Leko and the legendary Gerry Kasparov. Kramnik will face the Hungarian Peter Leko again this autumn, in a match to defend his title of world champion. 

Chess has always occupied a unique position somewhere between high-performance sport, science, amazing mental prowess and art. Artists have time and again revealed their affinity to this sport of kings – Marcel Duchamp was a member of the French national team, while Max Ernst, Joan Miró and Hans Arp were also enthusiastic players. The word "genius" is used nowhere more often than in the fields of science, art and chess. This artistic connection makes chess an ideal part of the Art and Exhibition Hall's programme of events. 

The tournament is organised in cooperation with the Deutsche Bank.
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Admission for exhibition ticket holders only. Numbers are limited.

The patron of the event is Peer Steinbrück, Minister-President of North-Rhine/Westphalia.

Please send a fax to +49-228-9171-211 or an e-mail to presse.sekretariat@kah-bonn.de to obtain accreditation. For further information consult www.chessgate.de or www.bundeskunsthalle.de.

Please feel free to publish the content of this press release in advance. We would be grateful and are looking forward seeing you there!

Maja Majer-Wallat

Press officer
